SHAYS'  REBELLION: 
THDNDERCLOOD  FOR  THE  NEW  NATION 

MOV  23 '1987 


The  Commonwealth  Museum 
at  Columbia  Point 
220  Morrissey  Blvd. 
Boston,  MA  02125 

(617)  727-9268 


THE  COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
Michael  J.  Connolly,  Secretary 


SHAYS'   REBELLION  TEACHER  MATERIALS 
TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 

PRE-VISIT  ACTIVITIES 

A.  Conflict  and  Change  p.  1 

B.  Farm  Life  in  Post-Revolutionary  Massachusetts  p.  1 

C.  Role  Play  —  Introduction  to  Roles  p.  1-2 

D.  Role  Play  Topic:     Economic  issues  p.  2-3 

E.  Role  Play  Extension  p.  3 

POST-VISIT  ACTIVITIES 

A.  Depiction  of  Specific  Events  p.  3-4 

B.  Further  Issues  for  Discussion  p.  4-6 

APPENDICES 

A.  Letters  for  Role  Play  Background  Information  p. 7-9 

B.  Suggested  Role  Play  Scripts  p.  10-14 

C.  Paper  Currency  p. 15-16 

The  Commonwealth  Museum 
at  Columbia  Point 
220  Morrissey  Boulevard 
Boston  02125 

Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
Michael  J.  Connolly,  Secretary 


June  1987 


SHAYS'    REBELLION  TEACHER  MATERIALS 


Dear  Teacher: 

The  Massachusetts  Archives,  Commonwealth  Museum  and  State  Records 
Center  houses  one  of  the  most  important  archival  collections  in  the 
country.     While  the  collection  focuses  on  the  history  of 
Massachusetts,  it  is  still  an  invaluable  source  for  the  history  of 
the  entire  nation. 

The  new  Commonwealth  Museum  is  based  on  the  rich  resources  of  the 
Massachusetts  Archives.     The  exhibits,  which  range  from  audio-visual 
programs  and  interactive  displays  to  more  conventional  visual 
presentations,  help  visitors  to  explore  the  People,  Places  and 
Politics  of  Massachusetts.     The  history  of  the  common  citizen  is 
here  as  well  as  the  contributions  of  some  of  Massachusetts  greatest 
leaders  and  thinkers. 

The  Shays'  Rebellion  exhibit  tells  the  story  of  the  people  and 
events  of  that  Rebellion,  using  reproductions  of  paintings, 
manuscripts  and  other  documents  as  well  as  audio  accounts  of 
participants'  points  of  view  to  bring  alive  this  important  chapter 
in  Massachusetts  history.  Originally  on  display  at  the  Commonwealth 
Museum,   this  traveling  exhibit  was  viewed  at  the  Worcester 
Historical  Museum  from  September  to  December  1986;  from  January  to 
May  1987  it  was  seen  at  the  Connecticut  Valley  Historical  Museum  in 
Springfield.     During  this  period,  events  commemorating  the 
bicentennial  of  Shays'  Rebellion  were  celebrated  in  western 
Massachusetts  areas  where  the  Rebellion  took  place.     The  exhibit 
will  return  to  the  Boston  area  in  the  fall  of  1987. 

The  teacher  materials  are  designed  to  help  you  prepare  your  students 
for  their  visit  to  the  Shays'  Rebellion  exhibit.     They  include  a 
series  of  pre-  and  post-visit  activities  based  on  studying  the  local 
role  in  events  and  on  role-playing  a  controversial  issue  of  the 
period.  An  educational  booklet  of  background  information  on  the 
Rebellion  and  economic  life  in  the  late  18th  century  is  also 
available  for  the  classroom,  as  well  as  a  series  of  six  posters  on 
Shays'  Rebellion  for  display.     The  poster  set  was  produced  jointly 
by  the  University  of  Massachusetts  at  Amherst,  Division  of 
Continuing  Education  and  the  Commonwealth  Museum.     While  a  visit  to 
the  Museum  exhibit  is  encouraged,   these  materials  also  stand  alone. 

We  hope  that  the  activities  and  information  suggested  in  these 
materials  help  make  the  rich  past  of  this  Commonwealth  lively  for 
you  and  your  class.  ^       y/        /  ^ 


Theodore  Z.  Penn,  Director 
The  Commonwealth  Museum 


PRE-VISIT  ACTIVITIES 


A.  CONFLICT  AND  CHANGE 

1.  Discuss  the  ideas  and  images  students  have  about  change.     Ask  each 
student  to  bring  in  a  picture  or  a  headline  which  shows  conflict. 
Discuss  some  of  the  conflicts  depicted.     Talk  about  the  ways  in  which 
conflict  is  resolved  (violence,  retreat,  compromise,  a  vote,  appealing  to 
a  third  party,  etc.).     Correct  any  distortions  —  such  as  the  idea  that 
conflict  equates  with  violence  or  that  change  is  always  good  or  bad. 

2.  Discuss  the  experiences  the  students  have  had  in  coping  with  change, 
such  as  change  in  family  structure,  a  new  living  situation,  family  and 
other  personal  relationships.     Adolescence  is  a  period  of  rapid  change 
and  thus  the  students  should  be  able  to  come  up  with  their  own  examples 
fairly  easily.     Discuss  the  pros  and  cons  of  change  and  different 
processes  of  dealing  with  it. 

Students  should  come  to  see  a  relationship  between  conflict  and 
change.     Change  can  lead  to  conflict  and  vice  versa.     Understanding  this 
relationship  as  it  pertains  to  their  own  lives  will  help  them  to 
understand  the  reactions  to  conflict  and  change  which  occurred  in  late 
18th  century  New  England. 

3.  Pick  an  issue  of  local  or  national  significance  (drug  testing,  toxic 
waste,  acid  rain,  etc.)  which  involves  conflict  and  change.     As  a 
homework  assignment,  give  the  students  copies  of  two  articles  and/or 
cartoons  which  represent  opposing  views  on  the  issue.     Ask  each  student 
to  write  a  statement  giving  their  opinions  about  the  issue.     In  the  next 
class,  have  several  students  debate  the  issue,  and  then  open  the  class  up 
to  discussion. 

B.  FARM  LIFE   IN  POST-REVOLUTIONARY  MASSACHUSETTS 

1.     As  a  homework  assignment,  have  the  students  read  the  background 
information,  "Economic  Issues  in  the  Late  18th  Century,"  contained  in  the 
booklet.     Each  student  should  then  reconstruct  some  aspect  of  colonial 
economic  life  that  is  described  (roles  of  farmer,  farmer's  wife, 
merchant,  storekeeper;  barter,  specie/hard  money,  paper  money;  chain 
reaction  of  debt,  etc.)     This  reconstruction  could  take  the  form  of  a 
drawing,  a  diagram,  a  letter,  or  other;  each  student  should  devise  a  way 
which  will  help  her/him  to  find  meaning  in  and  understanding  of  the 
material . 

In  class  discuss  the  background  information,  student 
reconstructions  and  the  kinds  of  change  which  New  Englanders  faced. 

C.  ROLE  PLAY:      ASSIGNMENT  AND  INITIAL  EXPLORATION  OF  ROLES 

1.     Explain  that  in  order  to  help  them  more  fully  understand  the  conflict 
and  change  experienced  by  the  people  involved  in  Shays'  Rebellion,  each 
student  will  take  on  the  character/role  of  one  of  the  participants. 


Assign  the  roles  of  John  and  Grace  Bardwell,  Robert  and  Susanna  Day, 
Abel  and  Mary  Dinsmore,  Paul  and  Elizabeth  King,  Samuel  and  Mary  Leonard, 
(farmers  and  wives);   Isaac  Goodale  and  Timothy  Green   (farmer,  farmer's 
son);     Samuel  Ely  (minister),  Thomas  Welch  (merchant),  Reuben  Bliss 
(storekeeper)  and  Daniel  Shays   (leader/farmer)   to  the  most  outgoing  and 
articulate  members  of  the  class   (or  ask  for  volunteers).     Some  students 
will  have  to  cross  gender  lines.     Remaining  class  members  can  be  divided  up 
into  merchants,  storekeepers,   farmers,  lawyers,  doctors,  judges, 
politicians  and  soldiers.   It  is  important  to  involve  the  whole  class. 

2.   In  addition  to  learning  particular  roles,  each  student  should  become 
familiar  with  the  roles  of  Thomas  Welch,  Reuben  Bliss  and  Robert  Day.     As  a 
homework  assignment,  they  should  write  a  journal  entry  comparing  their 
character's  point  of  view  with  that  of  either  Thomas  VJelch,  Reuben  Bliss  or 
Robert  Day.     This  will  help  prepare  them  for  the  first  role  playing 
activity.     Each  student  will  keep  a  journal  to  record  the  activities  and 
feelings  of  his/her  character. 

D.      ROLE  PLAY  TOPIC  -  ECONOMIC  ISSUES 

This  role-playing  activity  provides  a  model  for  the  process  of  taking  on 
the  role  of  a  historical  figure  to  foster  an  understanding  of  the  economic 
situation  faced  by  post-Revolutionary  New  Englanders.     The  roles  include 
Thomas  Welch,  merchant;  Reublen  Bliss,   inland  storekeeper  and  Robert  Day, 
farmer.     The  scenario  follows  and  supporting  letters  and  role  scripts  are 
contained  in  Appendices  A  and  B. 

Time:  Winter  1784 

Economic  Situation:     Credit  formerly  extended  by  British  merchants  to 

Boston  wholesalers  has  been  tightened.     This  sets  off  a  chain  of 
events  which  has  drastic  ramifications  for  Massachusetts 
wholesalers,  retailers  and  farmers.     Each  of  the  characters  of 
T.  Welch,  R.  Bliss  and  R.  Day  has  received  a  letter  informing 
him  of  the  situation  and  of  his  resulting  obligations. 

Procedure:  Make  sure  students  are  familiar  with  some  of  the  issues  in  this 
scenario  through  background  reading  and  initial  journal  entries 
(See  C.2  above.)     Pass  out  background  information  on  roles  and 
letters.    (See  Appendices) 

Provide  a  proper  setting  within  classroom  for  group  interaction. 

Each  actor  informs  class  of  his  situation,  presents  his  letter 
to  designated  recipient,  and  engages  in  dialogue  with  that 
recipient . 

Following  this  initial  presentation,  other  class  members  assume 
their  roles  in  questioning  and  discussing  events  with  the 
main  actors. 


Follow-up:  As  a  homework  assignment  have  each  student  write  reactions  to 
this  chain  of  events  and  suggest  options  for  remedying  the 
situation,  from  the  point  of  view  of  their  character  role. 


E.      ROLE  PLAY  EXTENSIONS  ~  HOMOGENEOUS  AND  HETEROGENEOUS  GROUPS 

1.  Students  divide  up  into  homogeneous  groups:     all  farmers,  inland 
storekeepers,   judges  and  lawyers,  merchants,  politicians,   soldiers  meet  in 
their  respective  groups.     Each  group's  assignment  is  to  discuss  their 
collective  situation,  hear  all  opinions,  and  then  come  up  with  three 
alternative  plans  of  action.     As  a  homework  assignment,  they  should  write 
journal  entries  discussing  their  opinions  on  each  alternative. 

2.  Various  combinations  of  groups  meet  to  discuss  their  different  points 
of  view.     Possible  combinations  include: 

merchants  -  politicians 
merchants  -  inland  storekeepers 
storekeepers,   judges  and  lawyers  -  farmers 
soldiers  and  politicians  -  farmers 


POST-VISIT  ACTIVITIES 
A.      DEPICTIONS  OF  SPECIFIC  EVENTS 

1.     Hold  a  county  convention,  in  which  farmers  meet  to  discuss  their 
solutions  to  the  economic  crisis.     Explore  and  discuss  the  pros  anad  cons 
of  these  opions: 

1)  TENDER  LAWS:     These  laws  would  allow  farmers  to  discharge  specie 

debts  through  payments  in  goods. 

2)  PAPER  MONEY:     The  printing  of  paper  money  by  the  government  would 

enable  farmers  to  pay  off  their  debts  more  easily. 

3)  ABOLISH  OR  RE-STRUCTURE  DEBTOR  COURTS:     Many  farmers  saw  debtor 

courts  as  just  an  easy  and  unfair  way  for  creditors  to  collect 
debts . 

4)  CHANGE  TAX  STRUCTURE:     Many  farmers  complained  that  they  had  high 

taxes  yet  little  voice  in  the  legislature. 

5)  GET  RID  OF  THE  LAWYERS:     Farmers  saw  lawyers  as  "pests  of 

society"  who  caused  more  harm  than  good  for  debtors  who  wanted 
counsel  when  brought  to  court. 

6)  CLOSE  DEBTOR  COURTS:     Some  farmers  felt  that  the  debtor  courts  had 

to  be  closed  before  the  General  Court  would  take  up  the  farmers' 
plight . 


2.     Students  work  in  groups  or  individually  to  depict  the  scenarios  below. 
Depictions  might  take  the  form  of  dramatizations,  filmstrip  mock-ups, 
interviews,  letters,  broadsides,  etc.  The  procedure  for  role  play  (see  D, 
p.   2)  could  be  followed  with  assignment  of  characters  involved  in  the 
Rebellion  events  of  1786-87  who  are  presented  in  the  Shays'   exhibit,  such 
as  Governor  Bowdoin,  John  Hancock   (politician).  General  Shepard  (government 
military),  Beseleel  Howard  (minister)  and  William  Whiting  ( doctor/ judge ) . 


■  September  12,  1786 
Great  Harrington 


Debtor  Court  closed  by  800 
Regulators.    (See  Zinn,  p.  92) 


■  November  21,  1786 
Worcester 


Court  of  Common  Pleas  closed  by 
150  Shaysites.   (See  Zinn,  p.  93) 


•  November  28,  1786 
Groton 


Government-backed  company  attacks 
houses  of  several  insurgents. 
(See  Szatmary,  pp.  92-93) 


•  January  25-26,  2787 
Springfield 


2000-plus  Shaysites  attempt  an 
attack  on  Springfield  Arsenal. 
(See  Szatmary,  pp.  100-101.) 


February  3-4,  1787 
Petersham 


Lincoln's  army  makes  a  surprise 
attack  on  Shaysites.  (See 
Szatmary,  p.  104) 


February  4,  1787 
Boston 


General  Court  supports  Bowdoin  in 
strong  measures  against  Rebellion: 
Arrest  warrants  for  Shays'  leaders 
(Mass.  Archives,  Volumes  189,  ) 


B.     FURTHER  ISSUES  FOR  DISCUSSION 

1.     On  February  16,  1787,  the  General  Court  passed  the  Disqualification 
Act.     This  act  declared  that  Shaysites  could  not  vote,  hold  elected  office 
or  serve  as  jurors  for  three  years  and  barred  them  from  owning  an  inn  or 
teaching.     Discuss  the  importance  of  these  positions  in  terms  of 
communication  links. 


Questions : 


Why  do  you  think  the  legislators  chose  to  deny  the 
Shaysites  these  particular  positions? 


When  those  in  power  seek  to  suppress  rebellion  or  withold 
information  today,  what  kinds  of  rights  and  privileges  are 
denied? 


2.     Find  out  the  names  of  the  people  in  your  community  who  participated  in 
Shays'  Rebellion.     Look  up  your  town  in  the  list  of  Oaths  of  Allegiance 
(Mass.  Archives,  Vol.   190).     Many  Shaysites  had  relatives  who  were  also 
involved  in  the  rebellion. 


3.  Shays.  Rebellion  played  an  important  role  in  stimulating  many  to  support 
the  calling  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  in  May  1787  and  backing  its 
adoption.     The  crisis  atmosphere  strengthened  the  position  of  the 
nationalists  in  their  call  for  a  stronger  national  government  to  replace 
the  Articles  of  Confederation.     In  addition,  it  affected  the  ratification 
debates  in  Massachussetts  where  backcountry  farmers  opposed  the  new 
constitution  while  merchants  and  professionals  supported  it.     (This  is 
oversimplified  -BR) 

Henry  Knox,  the  Secretary  of  War  during  the  Confederacy,  proclaimed  "...the 
maxim  that  all  power  is  derived  from  the  people  and  that  all  government  is 
influenced  by  them  was  perverted  by  a  certain  proportion  of  the  people..." 

Questions:  Did  the  Shaysites  take  the  maxim  of  a  government  run 

by  and  for  the  people  too  far? 

What  position  would  your  character  take  in  the  debate 
over  ratif iciation? 

4.  Historicans  interpret  events  of  the  past  with  certain  biases  and  points 
of  view.     Discuss  Josiah  Holland's  point  of  view  as  revealed  in  the  quote 
from  his  History  of  Western  Massachusetts  (in  Student  Resource  Packet). 
Compare  his  viewpoint  with  the  interpretation  of  events  put  forth  in  the 
exhibit . 

5.  From  Paris,  Jefferson  commented:     "I  hold  it  that  a  little  rebellion 
now  and  then  is  a  good  thing."     "The  tree  of  liberty  must  be  refreshed  from 
time  to  time  with  the  blood  of  patriots  and  tyrants.     It  is  its  natural 
manure . " 

As  a  final  activity,  have  the  students  write  and  debate  whether  "a  little 
rebellion"  was  and  is  a  good  thing. 

Questions:  Was  rebellion  a  good  thing  for  the  farmers,  even  if 

some  Regulators  lost  their  lives  and  the  changes  they 
were  fighting  for  didn't  immediately  come  about? 

Has  this  scenario  of  conflict  over  change  repeated 
itself?     (Consider  historical  events  such  as 
abolitionism,  women's  suffrage,   the  Civil  Rights 
movement,  and  current  issues  such  as  events  in  South 
Africa  and  Central  America.) 

What  is  the  response  to  protest  and  rebellion  in  the 
1980 's?     (South  Africa,  Central  America,   the  Sanctuary 
Movement,  Nuclear  Power,  Civil  Rights,  Women's  Rights, 
Gay  Rights) 

How  have  things  changed  as  a  result  of  protest  in  the 
past?  (Abolitionism,  Women's  Suffrage,  civil  rights, 
Vietnam  War) 


what  is  the  response  to  protest  and  rebellion  in  the 
1980's?     (South  Africa,  Central  America,   the  Sanctuary 
Movement,  Nuclear  Power,  Civil  Rights,  Women's  Rights, 
Gay  Rights) 

How  have  things  changed  as  a  result  of  protest  in  the 
past?  (Abolitionism,  VJomen's  Suffrage,  civil  rights, 
Vietnam  War) 


APPENDIX  A:  LETTERS 
LETTER;      BRITISH  MERCHANT  TO  BOSTON  WHOLESALER  January  10,  1784 

Mr.  Thomas  Welch  -  Wholesaler 
Boston,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Sir: 

It  has  come  to  our  attention  that  in  the  past  several  months  we 
have  sent  you  large  quantities  of  nails,  glass,  medicines,  etc.  on 
credit.     Given  that  your  previous  remittances  have  always  been  received 
promptly,  we  have  been  willing  to  extend  you  quite  generous  credit. 

In  your  letter  dated  November  20,  1783,  you  state  that  you  have 
grains,  fish  and  lumber  ready  to  send  us  as  payment  for  the 
above-mentioned  goods.     We  regret  to  inform  you,  dear  sir,  that  we  will 
no  longer  be  able  to  accept  such  a  form  of  payment.     We  now  require  all 
orders  to  be  paid  for  in  specie.     If  this  arrangement  does  not  suit  you, 
we  will  have  to  decline  future  orders.     For  it  is  not  in  our  interest  to 
export  goods  when  there  is  little  certainty  that  we  will  be  paid  for  such 
good . 

We  are  yours  truly, 

Protheroe  and  Claxton 
Bristol,  England 


APPENDIX  A:  LETTERS 


LETTER:     BOSTON  WHOLESALER  TO  SPRINGFIELD  STOREKEEPER       February  25,  1784 

Mr.  Reuben  Bliss,  Storekeeper 
Springfield,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Sir: 

I  have  just  received  notice  from  the  Bristol  wholesalers  with  which 
I  do  business  that  I  will  no  longer  be  extended  the  credit  which  I  had 
previously  enjoyed.     Henceforth,  all  shipments  from  abroad  must  be  paid 
for  in  specie. 

Thus  I  must  inform  you  that  I  am  now  required  to  collect  on  the  L 
100  debt  which  you  have  worked  up  in  the  past  year.     I  cannot  accept 
payment  in  grains  or  other  farm  goods;   it  must  be  in  the  form  of  specie. 

I  regret  this  unfortunate  turn  of  events,  and  trust  that  we  will  be 
able  to  continue  our  satisfactory  commerical  relations. 

I  am  yours  sincerely. 


Thomas  Welch,  Esquire 
Boston,  Massachusetts 


APPENDIX  A: 


LETTERS 


LETTER: 


SPRINGFIELD  STOREKEEPER  TO  WEST  SPRINGFIELD  FARMER 


Robert  Day  -  West  Springfield 


DEBIT 


CREDIT 


100  Nails 

3  panes  glass 

2  bottles  medicine 

1  barrel  salt 

gunpowder 

rum 


10  Bushels  Indian  Corn 
25  lbs.  pork 


March  7  1784 


Mr.  Robert  Day 

West  Springfield,  Massachusetts 
Dear  Mr.  Day: 

Herein  is  a  copy  of  your  statement  of  goods  sold  and  received  in  the 

past  six  months.  I  regret  to  inform  you  that  I  must  receive  payment  for 
the  balance  of  your  debit  within  thrity  days.     However,  this  payment  must 

be  in  the  form  of  specie;  I  cannot  accept  farm  goods. 

I  apologize  for  the  inconvenience  this  may  cause  you,  but  the 
wholesalers  in  Boston  are  now  requiring  me  to  pay  them  in  specie. 

Sincerely, 


Reuben  Bliss 

Springfield,  Massachusetts 


'I 


APPENDIX  B:     ROLE  PLAYING  SCRIPTS 

SHAYSITES 

GRACE  BARDWELL  I  have  raised  seven  children,  I  have  kept  my  family 

clothed  and  fed,   I  have  worked  hard  to  make  enough 
cheese,  butter  and  other  goods  to  trade  for  medicine, 
nails  and  glass.     Yet  still  John  and  I  are  faced  with 
debts  we  cannot  pay.     Last  week  the  tax  collector  came 
by  once  again  and  threatened  to  sieze  our  two  cows. 
John  fought  at  Northampton  in  '82  and  was  jailed  for 
two  months.     We  have  endured  enough  hardship.     If  I 
could  vote,   I  would  get  Governor  Bowdoin  out  of  office 
and  elect  someone  who  would  be  more  sympathetic  to  the 
plight  of  the  farmers.     (Hampshire  County) 


JOHN  BARDWELL  I  have  always  done  my  duty  as  a  patriot.     I  fought  in 

the  Revolution  to  help  free  the  people  from  the 
tyrannical  government  of  the  British.     Now  it  is  clear 
that  we  must  free  the  people  from  the  tyrannical 
government  of  Massachusetts.     We  must  not  give  up  our 
rights  to  live  in  peace,  prosperity  and  freedom.  The 
only  way  to  do  this  is  to  close  the  courts  so  that  we 
may  keep  our  land  and  livestock.     I  fought  at 
Northampton  in   '82  and  I'll  fight  until  the  General 
Court  takes  up  our  plight. 


ROBERT  DAY  I  risked  my  life  to  achieve  independence  from  the 

tyranny  of  the  British,  but  now  I'm  faced  with  the 
tyranny  of  the  Boston  merchants  and  politicians!  I 
call  for  a  tender  law,  so  that  I  may  pay  back  Mr. 
Brown  and  other  storekeepers  in  grain,  cheese,  etc. 
rather  than  in  specie  which  I  do  not  have.     I  am  not 
trying  to  escape  my  debts,  I  only  want  to  pay  them  off 
in  the  way  I  always  havel   (West  Springfield) 


SUSANNA  DAY  I  have  struggled  to  keep  our  farm  going.     When  my 

husband  Robert  was  away  fighting  the  British,   I  had 
to  learn  how  to  plant,  harvest,  take  care  of  the 
animals  and  manage  the  accounts.     Now  Robert  owes 
Mr.  Brown,   the  storekeeper,   for  the  glass  and  nails 
he  used  in  repairing  the  house.     Robert  promised  to 
pay  Mr.  Brown  back  in  grain  and  cheese,  but  Brown 
will  only  accept  payment  in  gold  and  silver  coin. 
How  will  we  ever  get  a  hold  of  that? 


I 


MARY  DINSMORE      During  the  Revolution  I  spun  and  wove  a  great  amount 

of  cloth  for  the  Continental  Army.     It  was  hard  work, 
but  I  knew  it  was  the  right  thing  for  a  patriotic 
woman  to  do.     Since  my  husband  Abel  returned  from  the 
war,  things  have  been  difficult  for  us.     We  owe  great 
amounts  of  taxes,  but  cannot  pay  in  cloth  or  other 
farm  goods.     I  believe  that  if  the  government  would 
only  print  paper  money,  our  problems  would  be  solved. 
Abel  believes  that  taking  up  arms  is  a  better  solution. 
I  myself  have  seen  enough  of  the  effects  of  armed 
conflict.   (Hampshire  County) 


ABEL  DINSMORE      I  have  always  believed  in  freedom  and  justice.  I 

fought  the  British  tyrants,  and  now  I'll  fight  the 
Boston  tyrants.     I  came  back  from  the  war  and  was 
greeted  by  taxes  on  my  land  that  I  could  not  pay.  My 
solution?     Close  down  the  debtor  courts  until  the 
General  Court  can  solve  the  problem  with  new 
legislation . 

That's  why  I  went  to  Northampton  in  '82.     Paul  King, 
John  Bardwell  and  I,  along  with  other  farmers,  tried 
to  close  the  debtor  court.     We  three  were  jailed,  but 
on  June  17  more  than  500  husbandmen  protested  and 
secured  our  release.     We  must  band  together  and  repeat 
these  actions  until  our  concerns  are  taken  up  by  the 
General  Court.   (Hampshire  County) 


SAMUEL  ELY  Farmers  must  have  their  grievances  redressed.  The 

only  way  to  convince  the  merchants  and  legislators  to 
consider  the  farmer's  plight  is  to  close  the  courts. 
As  an  itinerant  minister,   I  have  seen  the  trouble  that 
those  courts  cause  for  the  farmers.     In  1782,  I  told 
the  farmers  of  Northampton,   "Come  on,  my  brave  boys, 
we'll  go  to  the  woodpile  and  get  clubs  enough  and 
knock  their  grey  wigs  off  and  send  them  (judges  and 
lawyers)  out  of  this  world  in  an  instant." 
(Szatsmary,  p.   43)     We  fought  the  militia  and  though 
three  farmers  were  jailed,  I  was  able  to  escape.  In 
March  1783,  however,   I  was  jailed  in  Bristol  county. 


ISAAC  GOODALE      In  1775,   I  joined  with  other  farmers  and  the  people  of 

Boston  to  prepare  for  armed  resistance  to  British  tyrants 
who  were  denying  us  our  liberties  and  property.     Once  again 
liberties  and  property.     Once  again  we  are  finding  our 
rights  threatened  by  tyrants  —  this  time  in  Bostonl  I 
believe  we  should  petition  the  General  Court  to  pass 
tender  laws  and  print  paper  money.     If  only  we  had  sent 
representatives  to  the  General  Court  -  then  our  plight 
would  be  heard  and  understood!     I  don't  believe  that 
taking  up  arms  is  the  answer.     Violence  will  only  make 
things  worse. 


TIMOTHY  GREEN  At  15,  I'm  one  of  the  youngest  members  of  the  protest. 

My  father  was  killed  during  the  Revolution,  and  I  vow 
to  continue  his  struggle  for  liberty.     I  am  scared  to 
fight,  but     if  the  General  Court  doesn't  pass  the 
tender  laws,  I  will  take  up  arms  with  many  of  the 
other  farmers  in  the  area. 


ELIZABETH  KING  My  husband  Paul  and  I  have  worked  our  farm  for  over  20 

years.     During  the  war,  I  grew  extra  crops  to  help 
feed  the  Continental  Army.     But  now  the  judges  and 
lawyers  are  making  it  difficult  for  people  like  us  to 
keep  going.     Paul  was  jailed  back  in  '82  for  trying  to 
close  the  debtor  court.     I  was  scared  about  him 
fighting  again.     He  was  released,  but     I'm  afraid  that 
next  time  he  won't  be  so  lucky. 


PAUL  KING  I  don't  agree  with  these  farmers  who  just  sit  around 

talk  about  tender  laws  and  such.     If  we  want  to  be 
truly  free  of  tyranny,  we  must  close  the  debtor 
courts.     That's  why  I  went  to  close  the  court  in 
Northampton  in  March  of  1782.     Abel  Dinsmore,  John 
Bardwell  and  I  were  jailed,  but  in  June  over  500 
farmers  came  and  got  us  released.     Ours  is  a  just 
cause  and  I  plan  to  keep  on  fighting  until  change  is 
made.   (Hampshire  County) 


ANNA  LEONARD  I  live  in  West  Springfield  with  my  husband  Samuel. 

During  the  war,  I  ran  the  farm  and  cared  for  our  five 
children.     Samuel  fought  hard  against  the  tyranny  of 
the  British,  but  what  do  we  have  now?  Those 
legislators  out  in  Boston  are  taxing  us  so,  we'll  soon 
lose  what  we  fought  so  hard  to  keep! 


SAMUEL  LEONARD  When  I  returned  to  West  Springfield  after  fighting  in 

the  Revolution,   I  was  happy  to  see  how  well  my  wife 
Anna  had  taken  care  of  the  farm.     But  now  I  owe  the 
local  storekeeper  for  seed  and  the  tax  collector  is 
threatening  to  seize  my  land.     We  need  a  tender  law  so 
that  we  can  pay  off  our  debts  in  goods  rather  than  in 
specie.     (West  Springfield) 


DANIEL  SHAYS  In  April  1775,   I  became  a  Captain  in  the  Continental 

Army.     I  fought  at  Lexington,  Bunker  Hill  and  Saratoga. 
After  I  was  wounded  and  resigned  from  the  army  (because 
I  was  not  paid),  I  went  home  to  my  farm  in  Pelham.  I 
faced  debts  I  could  not  pay,  and  soon  it  looked  like  my 
land  would  be  seized.     On  September  19,  1782,   three  of 
my  friends  who  had  been  involved  in  closing  the  courts 
were  indicted  for  unlawfully  "preventing  the  execution 
of  justice."     That  injustice  led  me  to  organize  700 
farmers  to  march  on  Springfield.     Since  then  I  have 
continued  to  lead  men  in  the  fight  to  keep  our  land, 
livestock  and  liberty. 


INLAND  STOREKEEPERS 


REUBEN  BLISS  -  Springfield  I  have  always  had  good  relations  with  the 

farmers  of  Hampshire  county,  but  recently  things  have 
been  different.     Before  the  war  I  bought  rum,  coffee, 
sugar,  iron  and  medicine  from  the  seacoast  merchants. 
I  brought  these  items  back  to  Springfield  where  I  sold 
them  on  credit  to  area  farmers.     As  harvest  and 
slaughtering  seasons  came  around,  my  customers  paid  me 
back  in  grain,  meat,  etc. 

However,  I  am  no  longer  able  to  accept  payment  in 
such  goods.     The  seacoast  merchants  now  require  me  to 
pay  for  the  British  imports  in  specie,  and  therefore 
I  must  ask  the  customers  to  pay  me  in  specie.     If  they 
don't,  I  will  take  them  to  debtors  court. 


MERCHANTS 

THOMAS  WELCH  -  Boston  I  have  always  prided  myself  on  being  a  decent, 

honest  merchant.     Before  the  war  I  bought  large 
quantities  of  southern  rice  and  farm  goods  which  I 
shipped  to  the  West  Indies.     I  traded  those  goods  for 
rum  and  sugar  which  I  brought  back  to  be  sold  in  New 
England.     Yet  since  the  war,   things  have  been 
difficult.     Now  that  we  are  an  independent  nation,  the 
British  will  no  longer  let  us  trade  with  the  British 
West  Indies. 

In  the  last  year  I  have  turned  to  doing  business 
with  exporters  in  Britain.     I  have  been  receiving 
quantities  of  glass,   iron  and  medicine  on  credit.  When 
possible,   I  pay  for  these  items  with  farm  goods,  lumber 
and  fish.     However,  the  British  have  notified  me  that 
if  I  wish  to  continue  importing  their  goods,   I  must  pay 
for  those  goods  in  specie  .     in  order  to  do  that,  I 
will  have  to  start  demanding  specie  for  the  items  I 
sell  to  the  inland  storekeepers. 


I 


^  BlLL  entttlcj 
tXe  Bearer  to  ncuvc 
THiKTrSpanifh 
milled  Doi<LA-R5, 
tk  %lke  titno^ 

nrdiitj}  to  a  ^cfeOc 
twK  tfQonorefs,lMf- 

Novcmbtr  t.  1776- 


FOUR  DOLLARS. 

'THIS  Bill  entrtl«  the 
1    B««rer  to  receive 

Fonr-  SpCLixfi)  miUU  Dai- 

Ufi,  or  the  Value  there- 
of in         or  SUtrtTy  4c 
cording  to  a^efoluXi 


FOUR  DOLLARS. 


EIGHT  ^LOJJi^'^S 

THIS  B.acntiUe«  the 
BeJLTtr  to  r»c«ive 

EIGHT  SfuiniPi  mJItd 
D  0  LL  A  H  S .  or  the 
Value  thereof  in  Cold 
r  iUver    iccordinj  to 
Refolutlon  o[  CO^r 
HESS,  Miffed  iPh 


ids 


^^^^ 


THIRTY  *D0LLA3lS.  * 


